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1ona1y “development,’ N*uye‘x
,Juc Thang, and the minister”

Pl economy, Nguyen' Hy Hanh.~
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WAHAOIMINW 2 Wi, fnl zsx FOVISERSONETY .
NUPI) — President - Johnson's: Nosed Ch"l"ctel who ashs a lot The olher war,” Komer sald,
Fnow ficld commander for “the of du ¢{ questions.” “inciuding pacification, ' must
cther wa~" in Souin Viet Nanv thou~h Porter cuuentlsm remain primarily Vietnamese .

has the jcb of bLringing peace’
"and policizal suabilily to the
cauniyside. .
Lonert WL ilomicr, one of the

T icp-lcvay  ambassacorial
w3 oover ia late April,
Teyss thab eivil Ondfication’
EIRPT aircady are '‘crunch-

Y forward”  and . gradudlly.
Sonan stced. .
ile sxidr “There is no doubl

whaisozver that T am ‘opiimisiic’
aboub tiae increasing momen-:
m we are,achieving oy the,
il sida, even pacification, Ii
-l aiso  optimisitic over Lhm
Lororess achieved inathe mxh-
vy suhere and in tha political;
cvolution toward 1cpxcsemamc,
Lsoverament.”

I'A'\.ILI SR WITID ALMS
z{:m*" vl be working with
lswoti M Sunkeor, new ambas-
s~deor 90 Salgen, and EBugene
Murpty Locke, ambassador to
Pakistan who has bcen named
Sucrer's depuly.

As a presidential aide since!
ieanedy days, and Washington:
overseer of “the other war” for’
2 year, ne alrcady is familiar
witih what the administration
fias been trying to” accompli.sh

O

nacement for popular deputy
paibassador William J. Porter

Jon press ‘corps and some un- .
1amed bitt widely cuoted offi=
Lials who spoke of resigning.
Komer has heen describea as ©
Jnasive, overly optimistic and,
il of meaningless statistics.,
bome sald he was “President
ohnson’s “blowtorch” and had
nyed Americens and | Viel<
hamese aiike on seven tru.s to
o Pet Nem,
DESCRISED AS TOUGII
mizht  be,
..... officlal of 49,
cars vwces  backeradnd  in-
the ™arvard Bursiness

“~

Theteer e

e
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ho‘ r's both the jobs Komey, and:lin character. ‘The U.S. can pro-
Tr"” e have begn’ appointed tO.';noc support and technicdl ad- .
: "c' 5 1o disgute here as Lo ivice but the program is entirely.
iu ds'2i'cn. Locke, e Texas!|Vietnamess. I've always, as has
Iawyer  furned diplcm35 was! +Blil Porter, been in full recog-
-reined by the President to bell initjon that we are there as ad-

Tunizer's N2, 2 man and thatl!
is wacre the matter stands, un-:
‘comtrsted.

.;vmexs and noc as prmcipals
li Does he consiger himself an

how long

~.ROBERT KOMER
vid,d‘ hy
Mac-V." | .
Kom:r de"llnc:l t> predict

our ‘mission or

¢ jeb will take in

v, Wha has besn dircet-w ‘overly . optimistic, statistic-
fnr Wash'syzton aspects of what|:40Pping blowtorch? -
Johme~n coils "th¢ other war"ji: “The job the' President .as-
s'nce Morch 1966, spoke of thel'signed me last March was to
cinse collehofation he has 1.'\',; ‘supervise and expedite from
with Porter, and described as; (ue Washington end.” While I
"utterly: false” any imgpression: helieve sobriquets like blowtorch’
hz wes revlacing the deputy}rather overstate the amount of
ambassageor bscause | of slow :hedt I've gencrated, a certain
progress. | ‘amount. of heat is .essential to

. DIGHEST PR Alsx: ['setting a wartime job done, I
_“Bill Porter is leaving ‘Sajgon!|hobe the heat has generated a
for a mew and high post (as|certain amount of light a5 well.
yet-unannounced),” Komer said./| .“I feel that one can’ only
“He is doiiig so ‘with the high-j broperly asless developments in
est plahe from all concerned.” ;South Viet Nam if one looks at

Korge

cmer saldhe anticipated no
dr ast ¢ chanzes in the civil pro-
"grams or personnel.
-aware of A single resignation,”
e sald. Normal rotation will

“I am un-j

the situation across the boaxd "
SELS IMPROVEMENT

“I believe that things are go-
ing much better in- the south

Viet Nam.. ;
““Otier thin<s bel £ cqual."
Komer said,” " acirication‘
would be lonz and arduous,
taking many years. -But "that,
does' not tike into account the
impact oif military successes
agalnst the. main force person-
nel, th2 prozress of political

)

evolutiohs in the south, the ef-}

fect on Hanol of the continued
bombing, the government: of]
Vietnam's stabilization of the
economy and ' last’ “but not
least the growing confidence
in:the south that the GVN|
(the government of Viet Nam)'
is winning. i

The psychological impacﬂ
on the people in the country-!

Komer's appolntment as 1e- .

prew fire from part of the Saj- |

“make some di{ference,. he said. bhanﬂt.h:y }"?le. iat the tﬂnc of
“but I would hope most of.the ||V st visit In April, 1966,
top_people. would_siay on.” - and that the President and the
Komer ‘sald. his . relations public should know what I

with, the Vietnamesc govern- 1‘eilly think, wer
‘ment were “the ery bost.” Hel|| | “On the other hand, “I've
“specially- yalues  his“ close -ties| never' pulled any punches in

with- the -ministér - of: veyolu. || MY, reports to the President.
DM “As to statistics, anyone can

go to one hamlet or one dise
trict or one province or even
: - two or three and confirm that
R i random sampies Ahings ,are
s ot going as well. as cmbassy
‘ : ‘Salgon or Mac-V (military as-
:sistance command-Viet Nam)
‘oF someone in Washington. ltke
myself says. But my job is to

.

all 44 provinces. -

“While I am as leery of sta-
tistical puffing as dny one, I
have never yet found a- way,
10 assess the average perform-

udrs

Pohort end tan Central Intels

fizencs Azency. e operates

; Fith rssurance, c\unmance and
rast encugy. - R

—~

a

using statlstics,
ever used st,ausues .hot:, pro.

ance acrosg the- board without

side is' shown, In my view,
by the numbey of those who!
braved Viet' Conz threats ‘to:
vote in- last’September's elecs
tions dand now in the \fillnge

and “hamlet" clections, by -the -

sharp rise In the Chieu Hoi
(open- -arms. defcétion) :.pro-
g;am and by the e\tcnshe
flow’ .of ‘refugees into mote’ se-
cure areas, which is parlly a
product of ‘the fighting but
also reflects the attitude of the
beople - In ! insccure . areas to
come - where beople can pro-
tect them. 4. !

“““The ot,her war,’ as thc Pres-:
ident sees ‘i, enconizagses all

agsess how things nre gomg ln.the non- mmtary prozrams in

It Is much niore
"Ib, ine

‘tViet Nam.’
than _just - pacificalion.

cludes. the. anti- fnflatlon proa!
gramn, tleaning up the 'Balgon)
port: bottlengek, naupn buiid-'
ing,;’ post-war, economic’ devels,

.1ior' .. have I
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